
6.05 editing css styles 
 
Read the lesson for 6.05.  Instead of hand-coding your CSS styles, you will be editing 
the CSS style you created for your template using Dreamweaver. 
 

1.  Open your main.css file in Dreamweaver.  You should have created this in 6.02 
and already have at least 5 styles attached.  I suggest having styles for at least 
the following tags: body, h1, a:hover, a, & p.   
 

2. Look at your code – note that the tag names (and class names) are in pink and 
the attributes that describe the formatting are in blue.   

 
 

3. Let’s add a style.  This style will be called practice and you do not need to 
attach it to anything in your HTML pages.  It is just for you to practice hand 
coding a style. 
 

4. At the end of your CSS file, type in .practice (don’t forget the period before 
the word practice) 
 

5. Then type in the squiggly bracket (located abover your Enter key).  Your page 
should look like this:  

6. Hit Enter to go to the next line.  The TAB – this creates an easy to read code  
  



7. Now we will type in the attribute for this class style.  We are going to make the 
background color red and the text color white.  You will need to close your 
squiggly bracket at the last line!  Type the following:   

 
8. Great – you have just created your first hand-coded style!   

 
9. Many times web designers will add comments to their code to help them 

remember what the code is actually doing.  You will be adding comments to 
your CSS code now! 
 
 

10. Place your cursor on the line above your practice style (feel free to hit ENTER 
as needed…it will not change your code!).  Type in the following: Practice 
Style for 6.05 
 

11.  Let’s make sure your Coding Toolbar is showing.  Go to VIEW – TOOLBARS and 
make sure that Coding is checked. 
 

12. Now select the text you typed in Step #10 and press the Apply Comment button 
 

  



13.  Chose the “Apply /* */ Comment” 
 

14.  Your text should now appear gray.  It will only be viewable to someone looking 
at your code.   

 
15. Now its your turn!  Add comment tags to ALL of your CSS styles.  The comments 

need to describe what the style does.  Be descriptive so I will easily understand 
the point of each style.   
 
Once all of your styles are described with comments, re-upload to the FTP site 
and submit 6.05!   
 
The following is what your CSS file will look like (of course your styles will be 
much different!) 
 


